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Dear Friends, 

For many years we have been concerned about the growing opposition within the Evangelical 

Church towards the modern State of Israel. This opposition is rooted in an interpretation of the 

Bible which ǾƛŜǿǎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ όƻǊ ΨŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘΩύ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘƛŎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΦ Lƴ 

recent years this theology of replacement has become increasingly politicized, and enjoys wide-

ranging support among Church leaders, denominations, charities, and associated mission and 

humanitarian groups. Of particular concern has been the speed with which alliances have been 

forged with secular, political and non-Christian religious groups in what can only be described as a 

mounting anti-Israel crusade. 

The enclosed document highlights the scale of the problem, and it is our hope and prayer that its 

contents will serve not only to inform, but also to awaken the Church to the lateness of the hour 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŀǊƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΦ  

As we stand with the Jewish people in these dark days, let us pray for our brothers and sisters in 

/ƘǊƛǎǘ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǳƴǿƛǘǘƛƴƎƭȅ ƻǇǇƻǎƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ Iƛǎ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ōȅ Iƛǎ 

grace they may be restored to the truth. 

Your brother in Christ, 

 

 

 

Andrew D. Robinson 
Senior Pastor 
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Profile 
I am the Associate Minister at Hazel Grove Full Gospel 

Church in Stockport, England. I was converted to Christ 

in February 1990 whilst studying Mathematics and 

Statistics at the University of York. I have a BSc in 

Mathematics and Statistics, a BA and MA in Theology, 

and a PhD in Religions and Theology. An edited version 

of my PhD thesis was published by Paternoster Press in 

2007 entitled, CƻǊ ½ƛƻƴΩǎ {ŀƪŜΥ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ½ƛƻƴƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

Role of John Nelson Darby. I have also studied at the 

International School of Holocaust Studies at Yad 

Vashem in Jerusalem. 

I am a member of the Council of Prophetic Witness Movement International in the 

UK, and a member of the Pre-Trib Research Center in Lynchburg, Virginia. 

 

Introduction 
This document is based on a Powerpoint presentation I gave on December 7, 2010, 

at the 19th Annual Pre-Trib Study Group Conference in Dallas/Fort Worth (available 

from the address at the end of the document). The title was taken from the words 

spoken by the LORD to Jeremiah about the false prophets of Israel. I believe that an 

application of this prophecy can be made to those who believe and teach that God 

has rejected Israel and replaced her with the Church, and who give political, 

economic, and theological expression to this erroneous belief: 

ά¢Ƙǳǎ ǎŀƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ [hw5 ƻŦ ƘƻǎǘǎΣ IŜŀǊƪŜƴ ƴƻǘ ǳƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
prophets that prophesy unto you: they make you vain: they speak a vision 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [hw5 Χ L ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ 
sent these prophets, yet they ran: I have not spoken to them, yet they 
ǇǊƻǇƘŜǎƛŜŘ Χ L ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǎȅ ƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ 
my name, saying, I have dreamed, I have dreamed. How long shall this be 
in the heart of the prophets that prophesy lies? yea, they are prophets of 
the deceit of ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƘŜŀǊǘ Χ .ŜƘƻƭŘΣ L ŀƳ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǎȅ 
false dreams, saith the LORD, and do tell them, and cause my people to 
ŜǊǊ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛƎƘǘƴŜǎǎΤ ȅŜǘ L ǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƴƻǘέ όWŜǊŜƳƛŀƘ 
23:16-32). 

 

L ŎƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ Ψ/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴƛǎƳΩ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ doing my PhD research at 

Manchester University (2003-нллсύΦ aȅ ǘƘŜǎƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘΣ ΨWƻƘƴ bŜƭǎƻƴ 5ŀǊōȅ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘŜ hǊƛƎƛƴǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ½ƛƻƴƛǎƳΦΩ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ is used to represent those within the 

Church whose theology of Israel is diametrically opposed to that of biblical Christian 

Zionism, and whose opposition to Israel and her Christian allies is expressed in their 

outspoken support of the Palestinian agenda. 
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1948 World Council of Churches  
 

1956 Near East Christian Council  
 (1962 ς Near East Council of Churches) 
 

1971 Gustavo Gutiérrez, A Theology of  
 Liberation 
 

1974 Middle East Council of Churches 
 

1979 ¦Φ{Φ ά[ŀ DǊŀƴƎŜ 5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴέ 
 

1982 World Vision reverses pro-Israel policy 
 

1985 Donald Wagner and Ray Bakke  
άƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻǳǊέ ƻŦ aƛŘŘƭŜ 9ŀǎǘ  

 

1986 Evangelicals for Middle East 
Understanding  

 

1987 First Palestinian Intifada  
 

1989 Naim Ateek, Justice and Only Justice: 
 A Palestinian Theology of Liberation 
 

1990 First International Symposium on 
Palestinian Liberation Theology 

 
 

1994 Sabeel - Palestinian Ecumenical  
 Liberation Theology Center 
 

1995 ς 

1. The Rise of Christian Palestinianism 

The following timeline highlights some of the key stages in the development of this 

movement, which can be traced back to the establishment of the modern State of 

Israel on May 14, 1948: 

 

¶ In August 1948, just three months after the modern State of Israel was 
established, the World Council of Churches (WCC) was formed in Amsterdam. 
The WCC is the broadest expression of the modern ecumenical movement, and 
has become increasingly outspoken in its opposition to Israel and the alleged 
ΨƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴΦΩ 

 

¶ In 1956, the Near East Christian Council (NECC) was established as a co-
ordinating body for Protestant mission in the Middle East, changing its name in 
1962 to the Near East Council of Churches. This led to strong alliances being 
forged between Protestant and Orthodox churches in the region. 

 

¶ In 1974, the Middle East Council of Churches (MECC) was established. The MECC 
is the oldest ecumenical organization in the region, now incorporating the 
Roman Catholic churches in the Middle East. Soon after its formation the MECC 
became affiliated with the World Council of Churches, which was then 
championing the cause of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO). The MECC 
has enabled member churches in the East and West to unite around a common, 
pro-Palestinian, anti-Israel policy. 

 

¶ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ мфтлǎΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ƭƛōŜǊŀƭ tǊƻǘŜǎǘŀƴǘǎ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ΨƭƛōŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Peruvian Roman Catholic theologian, Gustavo Gutiérrez. His 
book, A Theology of Liberation (1971), portrayed the Lord Jesus Christ as the 
great liberator of the poor and the oppressed, and the champion of άsocial 
justiceέ. 

 

¶ In 1979, five thousand American church leaders formulated the ΨLa Grange 
Declaration,Ω voicing their opposition to Christian Zionism and accusing Israel of 
occupation, land coƴŦƛǎŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ άōǊǳǘŀƭ ǘƻǊǘǳǊŜέ. 
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¶ Lƴ мфунΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ƛƴǾŀǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ŜōŀƴƻƴΣ ²ƻǊƭŘ ±ƛǎƛƻƴΣ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ 
humanitarian organization, reversed its pro-Israel policy. In the same year, Mercy 
Corps International launched a series of educational tours to the Middle East to 
encourage North American Christians to re-evaluate their support for Israel.  

 

¶ In 1985, American Presbyterian minister and national director of the Palestine 
Human Rights Campaign, Donald Wagner, accompanied Ray Bakke of the 
Lausanne Committee for World Evangelizŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ŀ ΨƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻǳǊΩ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŀƴŘ 
six neighbouring Arab countries. Wagner and Bakke challenged the theological 
basis of traditional American Evangelical support for Israel. 

 

¶ In 1986, Evangelicals for Middle East Understanding (EMEU) was founded as an 
affiliation of North American churches and agencies which support Arab 
churches in the Middle East, oppose the State of Israel, and denounce Christian 
Zionists. 

 

¶ In 1987, the first Intifada όtŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴ ΨǳǇǊƛǎƛƴƎΩύ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
formation of Hamas, a terrorist organization bent on the destruction of Israel. 

 

¶ In 1989, Palestinian Anglican Naim Ateek, a graduate of Berkeley, California, who 
was then serving as Ŏŀƴƻƴ ƻŦ {ǘΦ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭ ƛƴ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΣ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ 
book, Justice and Only Justice: A Palestinian Theology of LiberationΦ !ǘŜŜƪΩǎ book 
was the catalyst for the First International Symposium on Palestinian Liberation 
Theology, which was held at the Tantur Ecumenical Institute in Jerusalem in 1990 
and organized with the help of the Mennonite Central Committee. 

 

¶ In 1994, Naim Ateek fouƴŘŜŘ Ψ{ŀōŜŜƭΩ ς the Palestinian Ecumenical Liberation 
Theology Center based in Jerusalem. Christian Palestinianism was now 
institutionalized, having a name to spearhead the movement and a co-ordinated 
voice with which to marshal its troops.1 

 

Naim Ateek 
Chief Architect of Christian Palestinianism 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                                                           
1 Paul Richard Wilkinson, For Zionôs Sake: Christian Zionism and the Role of John Nelson Darby (Milton Keynes: 

Paternoster, 2007), pp. 59-62. 
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In his most recent book, A Palestinian Christian Cry for Reconciliation (2008), Naim 

Ateek highlights what he believes is the essence of Palestinian liberation theology: 

 

άIn many ways, a Palestinian theology of liberation has re-established the 
ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǘǿƻ ƴŀǘǳǊŜǎ ς his divinity and his humanity. 
Palestinian liberation theology focuses on the humanity of Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was also a Palestinian living under an occupation.έ2 

 

Identifying Jesus as άa Palestinian living under an occupationέ has become 

normative for Christian Palestinianists, and a powerful propaganda weapon in their 

anti-Israel crusade. This identification was most evident in the Easter message which 

Ateek preached in Jerusalem on April 9, 2001: 

 

άIŜǊŜ ƛƴ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴŜ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ 
walking the via dolorosa. Jesus is the 
powerless Palestinian humiliated at a 
checkpoint, the woman trying to get 
through to the hospital for treatment, 
the young man whose dignity is 
trampled, the young student who 
cannot get to the university to study, 
the unemployed father who needs to 
find bread to feed his family Χ In this 
season of Lent, it seems to many of us 
that Jesus is on the cross again with 
thousands of crucified Palestinians 
around him. It only takes people of 
insight to see the hundreds of 
thousands of crosses throughout the 
land, Palestinian men, women, and 
children being crucified. Palestine has 
become one huge Golgotha. The 
Israeli government crucifixion system 
is operating daily. Palestine has 
ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƪǳƭƭΦέ3 

 
 

The above picture is the work of Palestinian artist Mohammed Abdul Ghani 

{ŀōŀΩƴŜƘ. I chose it to illustrate bŀƛƳ !ǘŜŜƪΩǎ ǎŜǊƳƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ Egyptian-born 

British author and political commentator, .ŀǘ ¸ŜΩƻǊ, calls the άArabization and 

Palestinization of the Jewish Jesusέ.4 This Palestinianist portrayal of the Lord Jesus is 

further illustrated by the following examples, which are taken from the website of 

Palestinian Media Watch: 

 

                                                           
2 Naim Stifan Ateek, A Palestinian Christian Cry for Reconciliation (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 2008), p. 11. 
3 Naim Ateek, óJerusalem Easter Message,ô http://www.hcef.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=372: 

jerusalem-easter-message&catid=1:news&Itemid=229. 
4 Bat Yeôor, Eurabia: The Euro-Arab Axis (Madison, NJ: Fairleigh Dickinson University Press, 2007), p. 214.  

http://www.hcef.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=372:%20jerusalem-easter-message&catid=1:news&Itemid=229
http://www.hcef.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=372:%20jerusalem-easter-message&catid=1:news&Itemid=229
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On December 24, 2010, an Israeli research institute called Palestinian Media Watch 

(PMW), which monitors and analyzes messages being delivered to the Arab 

Palestinian population by its leaders, posted the following headline on their website: 
 

άWesus was a Palestinian ς Ψno one denies thatΣΩ says PA TV.έ 
 

According to the PMW ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΣ άOne of the ways the Palestinian Authority attempts 

to create a Palestinian history is to deny the Judean/Jewish nationality of Jesus, and 

ƳƛǎǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƘƛƳ ŀǎ ŀ ΨPalestinian.Ωέ5 
 

Palestinian Media Watch has been 

documenting the ongoing attempt by the 

Palestinian Authority to revise not only the 

history of the re-establishment of the State 

of Israel in 1948, but also the biblical history 

of the Lord Jesus Himself. PMW list 

numerous examples of this 

misrepresentation of Jesus, including a 

statement made on May 12, 2009, by its 

religious leader aǳƘŀƳƳŀŘ IǳǎǎŜƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴŘ aŀǊȅ ǿŜǊŜ άtŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴǎ ǇŀǊ 

excellŜƴŎŜΦέ Author Samih Ghanadreh (above) was interviewed on PA TV and 

asserted that Jesus was the first Palestinian martyr, or shahid. 

 

Mustafa Barghouti (right), an influential 

leader within the Palestinian Authority, 

made a similar claim in December 2009, 

when ƘŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ WŜǎǳǎ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 

tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ǘƻǊǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀƴŘΦέ6 
 

!ǎ .ŀǘ ¸ŜΩƻǊ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΣ ά¢Ƙƛǎ LǎƭŀƳƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

Jewish sources of Christianity, disseminated 

through European Islamophile church 

networks, plays into the hands of Muslims 

eager to co-opt Christianity and instrumentalize Christians as partners in their 

ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ LǎǊŀŜƭΦέ7 

                                                           
5 Palestinian Media Watch, óJesus was a Palestinian,ô http://www.palwatch.org/main.aspx?fi=157&doc_id=4038. 
6 Palestinian Media Watch, óJesus was a tortured Palestinian,ô http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gggViM5wi60; cf. 

Melanie Phillips, Londonistan: How Britain is Creating a Terror State Within (London: Gibson Square, 2007), pp. 212-238. 

http://www.palwatch.org/main.aspx?fi=157&doc_id=4038
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gggViM5wi60
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άSabeel is an ecumenical grassroots liberation theology movement among 

Palestinian Christians. Inspired by the life and teaching of Jesus Christ, this liberation 

theology seeks to deepen the faith of Palestinian Christians, to promote unity 

among them toward social action. Sabeel strives to develop a spirituality based on 

love, justice, peace, nonviolence, liberation and reconciliation for the different 

national and faith communities. ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ Ψ{ŀōŜŜƭΩ ƛǎ !ǊŀōƛŎ ŦƻǊ ΨǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΩ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ 

ΨŎƘŀƴƴŜƭΩ ƻǊ ΨǎǇǊƛƴƎΩ ƻŦ ƭƛfe-ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊΦέ8 
 

Sabeel seeks to disseminate its message through various channels: 

¶ Its own Cornerstone magazine (56 editions to date) 

¶ International Friends of Sabeel, which comprises ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ΨŎƘŀǇǘŜǊǎΩ 

located in the USA, Canada, UK, Ireland, Scandinavia, and Oceana. (Sabeel has 

hosted over 30 major conferences in North America alone since 2002) 

¶ ΨWitness trips,Ω designed to enable /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƭƛŦŜ άǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

occupatiƻƴέ 

¶ Youth conferences ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ 

¶ International Conferences (8 to date), sponsored by groups such as the World 

Council of Churches, the Presbyterian Church (USA), and the Church of 

Scotland 

 

Following the 5th International Sabeel Conference held in 

WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ƛƴ нллпΣ ŀ ΨǊŜŀŘŜǊΩ ǿŀǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ entitled, 

Challenging Christian Zionism: Theology, Politics and the 

Israel-Palestine Conflict. The conference brought together 

over six hundred members of the clergy, theologians, and 

peace activists from around the world to strategize against 

Christian Zionism; nearly three hundred delegates were 

from the United States. The following extracts from the 

conference offer an insight into the nature of this 

movement: 

                                                                                                                                                                                   
7 Yeôor, Eurabia, p. 215. 
8 Sabeel, óPurpose Statement,ô http://www.sabeel.org/etemplate.php?id=2. 

http://www.sabeel.org/etemplate.php?id=2
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Naim Ateek denounced Christian 

½ƛƻƴƛǎƳ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ ŀƴǘƛ-Semitism one 

can imagine.έ He accused Christian 

Zionists of teaching that the Jewish 

people must be brought back to the 

[ŀƴŘ άƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴƴƛƘƛƭŀǘŜŘ ƻǊ 

ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŦŀƛǘƘέΦ Ateek 

declared ǘƘŀǘ άDƻŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ ƻŦ 

!ǊƳŀƎŜŘŘƻƴ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ ƻŦ DƻƭƎƻǘƘŀέΦ9 

 

Mitri Raheb, pastor of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Christmas Church 

in Bethlehem, spoke ƻƴ !Ŏǘǎ мΥс όά[ƻǊŘΣ 

wilt thou at this time restore again the 

ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǘƻ LǎǊŀŜƭΚέύ. He denounced the 

Apostles as άǾŜǊȅ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ-ƳƛƴŘŜŘΣέ 

άƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘƛŎΣέ ŀƴŘ άōƭƛƴŘŜŘ.έ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ 

to Raheb, Christian Zionists are not 

interested in the Palestinians, because 

suffering does not sell: ά¢ƘŜȅ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŀƴǘ 

the American dream of success,έ he said, 

which is why they άǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ǿŀǊǎέ.10 
 
 

 

Michael Prior (deceased), a 

radical Roman Catholic priest and 

theologian, was the most controversial 

speaker at the conference. In his 

unpublished address, Prior, who 

believes that the narratives in Genesis-

Joshua belong to the genre of myths 

ŀƴŘ ƭŜƎŜƴŘǎΣ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ WƻǎƘǳŀ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ 

patron saint of ethnic cleansers,έ ŀƴŘ 

the God whom Christian Zionists 

ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǎ άthe Great Ethnic-Cleanser, 

a militaristic and xenophobic 

genocidist, who is not sufficiently moral even to conform to the requirements of the 

CƻǳǊǘƘ DŜƴŜǾŀ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴέ.11 

                                                           
9 Naim Ateek, óIntroduction: Challenging Christian Zionism,ô in Naim Ateek, Cedar Duaybis, Maurine Tobin (eds), 

Challenging Christian Zionism: Theology, Politics and the Israel-Palestine Conflict (London: Melisende, 2005), pp. 17, 19. 
10 Mitri Raheb, óThe Third Kingdom,ô in Challenging Christian Zionism, pp. 265, 269. 
11 See Michael Prior, óThe Holy Land and the Scandalous Performance of the Churches,ô Cornerstone (Winter, 2003), p. 6. 
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2. An Ecumenical and Inter-Faith Agenda 

One of the most disturbing developments within Christian Palestinianism in recent 

decades has been the alliances which have been forged between Evangelicals and 

the Muslim world. Christian Palestinianist leaders frequently share conference 

platforms with Islamic clerics. Spearheading this inter-faith dialogue, and the 

Christian Palestinianist movement as a whole, is the Anglican vicar from England, 

Revd Dr Stephen Sizer. 

 

 

Stephen Sizer 

Champion of  
Christian Palestinianism 

 

ά¢ƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ 

the Zionists have distorted 

remarks by President 

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad about 

ǘƘŜ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘΦέ 

 
                  (Source: www.stephensizer.com/photos/) 
 

The above quote was taken from the website of 

the Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA), who 

interviewed Stephen Sizer during his visit to 

Tehran in October 2007. During his interview, Sizer 

defended President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 

following his public denial of the Holocaust. 

(During a speech he delivered ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ƻǊƭŘ 

²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ½ƛƻƴƛǎƳΩ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ¢ŜƘǊŀƴ in 2005, 

Ahmadinejad ƛƴǎƛǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ LǎǊŀŜƭ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ άǿƛǇŜŘ 

ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇΦέ) In his interview, Sizer laid the blame 

for the conflict in the Middle East at the feet of 

Israel and her Christian allies. 

Please note that the picture disc standing in front 

of Stephen Sizer in the above photograph is of 

Ayatollah Khomeini (1900-1989), the Shiite Muslim leader who instigated the 

downfall of the Shah and transformed Iran into an Islamic Republic in 1979. 

http://www.stephensizer.com/photos/
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Profile of Stephen Sizer 

Å Vicar of Christ Church, Virginia Water, in England. Christ Church is a member of 

the Evangelical Alliance, and of the Willow Creek Association, which is chaired by 

Bill HybelsΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ²ƛƭƭƻǿ /ǊŜŜƪ άƛǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 

influential ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭ ǇŀǎǘƻǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φέ12  [Bill IȅōŜƭǎΩ wife Lynne 

works closely with Stephen Sizer, and is on record as sayingΣ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƻ ŀ 

theology asserting that the modern State of Israel represents a divinely 

ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƻŦ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ LǎǊŀŜƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ [ŀƴŘέ.13 hŦ ²ƛƭƭƻǿ /ǊŜŜƪΩǎ 

overall approach to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Donald Wagner writes, άThere 

is no hint of a pro-Zionist perspective to Willow CǊŜŜƪΩǎ aƛŘŘƭŜ 9ŀǎǘ ǿƻǊƪ.έ14] 

 

Å Founding member of the Institute for the Study of Christian Zionism 

(www.christianzionism.org)Σ άwhich is a group of pastors, academics, students, 

interested laypersons and a Rabbi who have been disturbed by the growing 

influence of Christian Zionism on the political scene in America recognizing this 

ideology to be a major factor in the stalled peace process in Israel/Palestine.έ15 

 

Å Co-author of the ΨJerusalem Declaration on Christian ZionismΩ (August 22, 2006), 

which άŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘέ16 Christian Zionism and which was signed by the 

Roman Catholic, Syrian Orthodox, Episcopal and Evangelical Lutheran churches in 

Jerusalem 

 

Å Member of the Advisory Council of Evangelicals for Middle East Understanding 

(EMEU) 

Å Member of the UK Board of Reference for the Mar Elias Educational Institutions 

in Ibillin, Galilee, founded by the Vatican-approved Melkite Catholic 

Archbishop, Elias Chacour 

 

Å Patron of the Israeli Committee Against House Demolitions 
 

Å Photographer for the Palestine News Network 
 

Å Contributor to the Friends of Al-Aqsa journal 
 

Å Member of the Interfaith Group for Morally Responsible Investment 

                                                           
12 Willow Creek Association, óOur Story: Who We Are,ô http://www.willowcreek.com/about/. 
13 Lynne Hybels, óI Am Still Pro-Israel, But Iôve Also Become Pro-Palestinian,ô Sojourners, www.sojo.net/index.cfm? 

Action=magazine.article&issue=soj1007&article=following-jesus-in-the-west-bank. 
14 Donald Wagner, óEvangelicals and Israel: Pointing to the Third Millennium,ô www.christianzionism.org/Article/Wagner 

05.asp. 
15 Institute for the Study of Christian Zionism, http://www.christianzionism.org/aboutN.asp. 
16 Zenit, óReligious Leadersô Statement on Christian Zionism,ô http://www.zenit.org/article-16848?l=english. 

http://www.emeu.net/
http://www.emeu.net/
http://www.m-e-c.org/
http://lluker.faculty.ltss.edu/Elias_Chacour.htm
http://www.willowcreek.com/about/
http://www.sojo.net/index.cfm?%20Action=magazine.article&issue=soj1007&article=following-jesus-in-the-west-bank
http://www.sojo.net/index.cfm?%20Action=magazine.article&issue=soj1007&article=following-jesus-in-the-west-bank
http://www.christianzionism.org/Article/Wagner%2005.asp
http://www.christianzionism.org/Article/Wagner%2005.asp
http://www.christianzionism.org/aboutN.asp
http://www.zenit.org/article-16848?l=english
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{ǘŜǇƘŜƴ {ƛȊŜǊΩǎ two most influential books to date 

are his published PhD thesis, Christian Zionism: 

Road-map to Armageddon? (2004) and ½ƛƻƴΩǎ 

Christian Soldiers? The Bible, Israel and the Church 

(2007). Both books, which have been widely 

endorsed, serve only to misrepresent and caricature 

Christians who have, since the time of the English 

Puritans in the 16th and 17th centuries, understood 

that God has neither rejected Israel nor replaced 

her with the Church. 
 

wŜǾƛŜǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ {ƛȊŜǊΩǎ first book have hailed it as the 

άmost important and comprehensive on the subject 

to dateΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άscholarly treatment to counteract 

the rabid prophecy pack.έ They have condemned 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ½ƛƻƴƛǎƳ ŀǎ άperniciousΣέ a άtotally unbiblical menaceΣέ άa powerful force 

that encourages the destruction of millions of peopleΣέ and άone of the most 

dangerous and heretical movements in the world which fuels the Arab-Israeli 

ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘέ.17 
 

 

�•�]�}�v�[�•�� ���Z�Œ�]�•�š�]���v�� �^�}�o���]���Œ�• includes a sermon by 

the notable British Evangelical scholar, John Stott, 

who has himself denounced Christian Zionism as 

άōƛōƭƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŀǘƘŜƳŀ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŦŀƛǘƘέΦ18 In 

2005, Time magazine ranked Stott among the 100 

most influential people in the world. 

Former assistant Anglican Bishop of Jerusalem, 

Kenneth Cragg, has also endorsed Stephen SizerΩǎ 

book. Before Sizer edited itΣ /ǊŀƎƎΩǎ endorsement 

originally included a statement which exposes the 

heart and tone of the Christian Palestinianist 

movement: 

 

   ά½ƛƻƴΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ tŜǊǾŜǊǘǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ  
                   been ŀ ǿƛǎŜǊ ǘƛǘƭŜΦέ 

 

 

 

                                                           
17 Published Writings of Stephen Sizer, http://www.cc-vw.org/articles/ivp.html. 
18 Quoted in Donald E. Wagner, Anxious for Armageddon (Scottdale, PA: Herald Press, 1995), p. 80. 


